
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:15 AM + August 25, 2024 
 

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on 

your journey of faith, welcome!    

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 

  

Prelude: "Andante religioso" Felix Mendelssohn 

 

Hymn: “Sing praise to God who reigns above”                Blue Hymnal 408 

 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

GLORIA:  Glory to God     Blue Hymnal S280 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

The Collect         Said in unison 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may 

show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

A Reading from the Book of Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18 

 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 

and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the 

people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in 

sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in 

Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 

for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that 

we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all 

the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 

God.” 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 34:15-22  

15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, * 

and his ears are open to their cry. 

16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, * 

to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them * 

and delivers them from all their troubles. 

18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted * 

and will save those whose spirits are crushed. 

19 Many are the troubles of the righteous, * 

but the Lord will deliver him out of them all. 

20 He will keep safe all his bones; * 

not one of them shall be broken. 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked, * 

and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 

22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * 

and none will be punished who trust in him. 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians 6:10-20 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 

may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 

and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor 

of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand 

firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 

peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 

arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 

given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 

in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:  “Praise our great and gracious Lord” Blue Hymnal 393 

 

  



The Holy Gospel according to John 6:56-69 

 

People’s response before the Gospel  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is 

the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But 

the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the 

synagogue at Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But 

Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 

Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that 

gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you 

there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 

believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you 

that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked 

the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One 

of God.” 

People’s response after the Gospel Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon The Rev. Sean Maloney 

 

 

The Nicene Creed    Spoken by all, standing. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen.  

 

  



Prayers of the People 

The Leader and People pray responsively, the People respond several times: 

Hear our prayer. 

Silence  

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: 

Let us confess our sins to God.  (Silence may be kept.)  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We 

have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 

of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace All stand  

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Announcements: 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn: “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus”              Blue Hymnal 460 (*vv) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving—Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 2 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time 

you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, 

moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and 

taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a 

mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the 

fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 

 



Celebrant and People 

Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy, Lord    Blue Hymnal S128  

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked 

with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy 

child of God. 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 

healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself 

yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 

cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to 

you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 

said: 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who 

was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living 

sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and 

nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  

  



The Breaking of the Bread     Blue Hymnal S155 

 

Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover              

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Communion Music: “My Soul is Thirsting” Words and Music: Bob Hurd 

The Postcommunion Prayer    

After Communion, the Celebrant says:  Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Spread, O spread, thou mighty word”     Blue Hymnal 530 (vv1-4) 

            

The Dismissal  

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Postlude:  “Voluntary in D”                                   Domenico Scarlatti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us today! 

if you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin, please contact the church office 

(aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) To learn more about us, visit https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org or 

call us at 978 256 5673. 

 
 
Due to an illness delay in the parish office training team, we need to apologize for missing Orders of 
Service recently and the lack of music sheets this week.  We hope to have this resolved next week. 

about:blank
https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org/

