The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 AM + September 1, 2024

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on
your journey of faith, welcome!

Morning Prayer: Rite Two

Prelude: Voluntary: Quam Dilecta Alec Rowley

Hymn: “Immortal, invisible, God only wise” Blue Hymnal 423

Opening Sentences
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me,
and bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. Psalm 43:3

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us praise and worship God who has called us together. Let us
celebrate God’s majesty, and delight in the wonder of God’s love. Together we shall confess our sins
and receive assurance that we are forgiven.

As the scriptures are read, we can allow God’s word to speak to us,
and ponder its meaning for our lives. In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness, we pray for
others as well as for ourselves, and we offer our lives anew in Christ’s service.

All this we do, because we believe in the presence among us

of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.
(from A New Zealand Prayer Book)

Confession

Officiant Let us confess our sins to God. (Silence may be kept.)

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We
have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
People Come let us adore him.
Jubilate Psalm 100 Spoken by all

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *

serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *

he himself has made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *

give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *

and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Officiant Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
People Come let us adore him.
Psalm 15 Said responsively

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *

who may abide upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
who speaks the truth from his heart.

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; *
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *

but he honors those who fear the Lord.

5 He has sworn to do no wrong *

and does not take back his word.

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.

7 Whoever does these things *

shall never be overthrown.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Lessons

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching you to
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors,
is giving you. You must neither add anything to what | command you nor take away anything from
it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which | am charging you.

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples,
who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning
people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call
to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that | am
setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen
nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and
your children’s children.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Canticle: The First Song of Isaiah /saiah 12:2-6 Spoken by all

Surely, it is God who saves me; *
1 will trust in him and not be afraid.
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Letter of James James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he
gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger;
for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and

rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to
save your souls.

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of
the word and not doers, they are like those who ook at themselves in a mirror; for they look at



themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act-they
will be blessed in their doing.

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is
worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and
widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God.

Gloria Spoken by all

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Hymn: “Lord, be thy word my rule” Blue Hymnal 626

g ing to Mark  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him,
they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them.
(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash
it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “lsaiah prophesied rightly about

you hypocrites, as it is written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.”



For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder,
adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things
come from within, and they defile a person.”

People’s response after the reading  Thanks be to God.

Sermon Amy B. Hunter

The Apostles Creed Spoken by all, standing

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Announcements

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Litanist and People pray responsively, kneeling as able

Litanist Show us your mercy, O Lord;

People And grant us your salvation.

Litanist Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People Let your people sing with joy.

Litanist Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People For only in you can we live in safety.
Litanist Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Litanist Let your way be known upon earth;
People Your saving health among all nations.
Litanist Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Litanist Create in us clean hearts, O God;

People And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.



The Collects

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God for ever and ever. Amen.

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our
Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent
in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed
and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of
your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all
other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common
good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations
of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Litanist Intercessions and Thanksgivings

The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of
glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we
may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.



The Dismissal

Officiant: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and
ever. (Ephesians 3:20, 21).

People: Amen.

Hymn: “Rejoice, ye pure in heart” Blue Hymnal 556 (v.1-4)

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

Postlude: Voluntary Orlando Gibbons

Thank you for joining us today!
if you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin, please contact the church office
(aschurch @allsaintschelmsford.org) To learn more about us, visit https://www.allsaintschelmsford.org or
call us at 978 256 5673.
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