
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

10:00 AM + September 17, 2023 
 

Welcome! You are invited to participate fully in our worship. Whoever you are, wherever you are on 

your journey of faith, welcome! Please contact the church office (aschurch@allsaintschelmsford.org) if 

you would like to receive our weekly e-bulletin.. 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 

 

Prelude: Nun danket alle Gott   J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Hymn: 516 Come down, O Love divine Down Ampney 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant   Collect for Purity 

Kyrie     Blue Hymnal S-88 (Robinson) 

All “S” numbers are found in the front of the Blue Hymnal 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Together let us pray. 

Collect                               Said in unison 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of 

your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of 

good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 14:19-31  

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 

army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the 

night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind 

all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the 

sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 

pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the 

morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 

threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 

difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 

Egypt.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back 

upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over 

the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord 

tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 

drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 

But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. 

about:blank


Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 

seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the 

Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 114  

     
8
The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 

  slow to anger and of great kindness. 

 9
He will not always accuse us, * 

  nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

 10
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

 11
For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

  so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

 12
As far as the east is from the west, * 

  so far has he removed our sins from us. 

 13
As a father cares for his children, * 

  so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 

welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 

that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 

convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also 

those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 

abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to 

this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 

sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

People’s response after the reading Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: 674 Forgive our sins as we forgive  Detroit 



The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35  

People Said before the reading Said after the reading 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought 

to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 

one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 

‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 

debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 

and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 

‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 

had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to 

be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Sermon The Reverend Sean Maloney 

The Nicene Creed     Spoken by all, standing. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

Prayers of the People—Form IV 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 

your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 



Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 

honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 

love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 

that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy     Hear our prayer. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 

your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

And also with you. 

Announcements:  

 

  



The Holy Communion 

Offertory: Built on a rock the church shall stand arr. Emma Lou Diemer 

 

The Great Thanksgiving   - Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

 where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Proper Preface 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: (Powell) S-129 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world.  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 



We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 

in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP p. 364 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem: (Near: Jesus, Lamb of God) S-166 

 

Celebrant 

The Gifts You are invited as you feel moved to join us for Communion today. Simply move into the aisle 

as the Ushers assist you. If you would like to receive communion place your hands out and the priest will 

give you a piece of bread (or gluten free if needed). You may then receive wine from either the chalice or 

the individual cup. At this time intinction (dipping) is not permitted. Communion in one kind for any 

reasons is fully acceptable and has wide use in the tradition. If you don’t want to share in communion but 

want to share in this holy moment come forward with your hands across your heart to receive a blessing. 

 

Communion Music:  

Organ: Cheshire  Gordon Slater (1896–1979) 

Hymn: 581 Where charity and love prevail Cheshire 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 



Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 

faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Hymn: 397 Now thank we all our God Nun danket alle Gott 

The Dismissal 

Postlude: Nun danket alle Gott Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 
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Hymn: 516 Come down, O Love divine Down Ampney 

 

 
  



Hymn: 674 Forgive our sins as we forgive  Detroit 

 
 
  



Hymn: 581 Where charity and love prevail Cheshire 

 

  



Hymn: 397 Now thank we all our God Nun danket alle Gott 

 

 


